MEL-CON Paragraphs:

A Graphic Organizer to help you write the best paragraphs
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M= Main Idea (Topic Sentence)
L= Link/Analysis (your explanation of how the example links 


                              to or supports the main idea)
E= Evidence/Example (facts)
 
Con= Concluding Statement (recap/summary)

	_______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________


	M

Topic Sentence

	
                                                                                                           ______________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

	E

First Example or Evidence

	___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

	L

Link to topic (Explain)

	
                                                                                                           _______________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
	E

2nd Example or Evidence

	___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
	L
Link to topic (Explain)

	
                                                                                                           _______________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

	E

3rd Example or Evidence

	___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
	L

Link to topic (Explain)

	
                                                                                                           _______________
___________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
	Con

Concluding Statement

RECAP



TRANSITONS:

  Goals: to separate examples within a paragraph and CUSTOMIZE to fit your 

            Paragraph.

First (to replace the overuse of “first” within a paragraph)

· On good example is
· An interesting fact is
· First of all
· Initially
· One piece of evidence that points to this is
· It is important to note that
· The first good piece of evidence is
· One way to look a this is through
· One example that proves this is
· One example that suggests this is
· There are several examples that show this and one of them is
· First and foremost
· A good first example of this is
· It is important to first note that
· One notable example is
· The first indication of this is
· To begin with
· When looking over the evidence, it is clear that the first…
· One reason is
· One way this is true is
· In the beginning
· On one hand, there is
· A great example is
· One example that stands out is
· Probably the best example to begin (start) with is
· The best place to start is with
· This can fist be seen when
· For example
· For instance
· The first instance that comes to mind is when…
· This can be clearly seen first of all when…
 Second (to replace the overused “second”)

· Another good example is
· Another interesting fact is
· Second of all
· Secondly
· Furthermore
· A great second example is
· Another good piece of evidence is
· Another way to look at this is through
· Another example that proves this is
· Another example that suggests this is
· Anoter great example that helps support this is
· Second an even more importantly
· The second good example is
· Yet another good reason (example) is
· Yet another piece of evidence is 
· Another indication of this is
· Still
· Even so
· In the same way
· Next 
· The next example (idea, reason, piece of evidence)
· On the other hand, there is
· Even more compelling is
· Another example that stands out is
· Similarly
· Likewise
· Along with that, there is
· Moreover
· In addition
· Adding to that
· In addition to that
· Still another great example is
· Then again, another stronger example is

· Of course

· Also

· In the same light

· Even more interesting is

· Making an even stronger case is

· An even better example of this is

· Equally as interesting was

· While the first example is good, an even better one is

· To add even more fuel to the first

· To add another even more interesting fact

· An additional fact is

· Another strong indication was when

· Another quote that supports this is

THIRD OR FINAL (To replace the overused “third” and “finally”)

· A final example (fact, reason)
· And finally
· Lastly
· Last of all
· A final great example is
· The third and final example is
· The final good piece of evidence is
· The best way to look at this is through
· The final example that proves this is
· The last example that suggests this is
· The last (final) example that helps support his is
· Third and even more importantly
· The third good example is
· Yet the best piece of evidence is

· The last (final) indication of this is

· Most compelling is

· Even so

· The best and final reason is

· On top of that

· The last example (idea, reason, piece of evidence)

· Best of all

· The final example to note

· The last example that stands out is

· Most importantly

· Accordingly

· Along with the first two examples, there is

· Moreover

· In addition to the first tow

· Adding to those

· In addition to those

· Still another great example is

· Then again, the strongest example is

· Of course

· But most conclusive is

· In the same light

· A perfect final reason (example, fact) is

· Adding ot the first two examples is

· Making an even stronger case is

· An even better example of this is

· The last place this can be seen is when

· While the first two examples are good, an even better one is

· To add even more fuel to the fire

· To add a final, even more interesting fact

· A good way to really show this is true is

· This is best seen in the part when

· Yet the best quote that shows this is

IN CONCLUSION (The “CON” in MEL-Con)

· So, it is clear to see that
· Summing this whole thing up
· Accordingly
· In summary
· Consequently
· Thus
· As a result
· In short
· Therefore
· So
· The evidence clearly points
· All of this together means
· Put it all together an
· The best way to sum it up is
· With all of this
· The three example,…., prove that….
· And so therefore
· For all of these reasons,…, one can see that…
· This all adds up to one conclusion
· So, when studying all of the reasons
· With all of this in mind
· Due to all of these reasons
· Together
· One can see that
· The evidence is clear
· No one can argue that
· And so it is
· Yes, it is evident that
· Truly
· To reemphasize
· To repeat
· Again
· Indeed
· Of course
· There is no doubt that
· With all of these examples
· In total
· When looking at all of the possibilities
· Clearly
· Yes, it is true then
· So, when looking at the facts, it is evident that
** These are some generic examples. Transitions can be more specialized around your own topic as well. 
Example: You are writing a paper on the “NO HAT POLICY” you can “customize” your transitions like this:


*Ex:  A good first example of the hat policy in action was when…

MEL-CON Paragraphs EXAMPLE:

A Graphic Organizer to help you write the best paragraphs


M= Main Idea (Topic Sentence)
L= Link/Analysis (your explanation of how the example links 


                              to or supports the main idea)
E= Evidence/Example (facts)
 
Con= Concluding Statement (recap/summary)

	The speaker in Laurie Halse Anderson’s novel Speak is characterized as a young girl, disconnected from those around her.

	M

Topic Sentence

	 

The first indication of this is                                                              when the speaker refers to the lunch ladies as “lunch drones” (Anderson 24).

	E

First Example or Evidence

	Miranda is not able to directly relate to the ladies who serve her food. As she is served lunch, the speaker does not look at these women as humans. Instead she observes robots. If this young lady were able to connect to those that surround her, she would be able to identify with the lunch ladies.


	L

Link to topic (Explain)

	
Furthermore.                                                                                      as the speaker ventures further into the lunchroom she sees others she “used to think were friends” (Anderson 25).                     

	E

2nd Example or Evidence

	Friends are an important way to connect to society. They are people who allow individuals to identify with shared experiences. Without friends, Melinda is unable to associate with those around her. Due to her inability to retain friends, the speaker has become almost completely detached from her surrounding society.
	L
Link to topic (Explain)

	
Moreover,                                                                                              as the speaker is confronted by the gym teacher she is unable to respond to his comments (Anderson 25).

	E

3rd Example or Evidence

	The ability to converse with others is vital to expressing one’s opinions. Melinda’s inability to do so reveals the distance between herself and those around her. Her failure to communicate further magnifies the extent of her isolation
	L

Link to topic (Explain)

	
It is evident that                                                                                                           Melinda is truly disconnected from the high school society that surrounds her. Her combined inabilities to identify, associate or communicate with those around her merge create Melinda’s disconnected personality.

	Con

Concluding Statement

RECAP


Seven Steps to Writing a MEL-Con Paragraph
	Main Ideas: 
	Notes:



	STEP 1:

Answer the Question with a statement


	HINTS: 

1. Do NOT start with “I think” or “I feel” or “I believe”

a. If you are not sure, why should your audience believe you?

2. Do NOT start with YES or NO.

Example:

1. PROMPT: Are kids of the 90’s smarter than kids of the 1950’s?

2. RESPONSE: The kids of the 1990’s are definitely smarter than the kids of the 1950’s

Looking Ahead:

1. THIS BECOMES YOUR MAIN IDEA: THE “M” IN YOUR MEL-CON



	STEP 2: 

Identify the key idea you will link your evidence to with your link/explanation/

inference


	HINTS:

1. This is the key idea of what you are trying to prove or explain


Example:

1. The kids of the 1990’s are definitely smarter than the kids of the 1950’s

Looking Ahead:

1. NOW- For each example you give, you must LINK it back to this idea

a. Example: All examples must LINK back to the fact that kids are smarter in the 1950’s



	STEP 3:

Identify the first example that proves you right.


	HINTS:
1. Consider the first logical example.
2. When in doubt, go in order

Example: 

1. In a chart created by the U.S. Department of Education that shows ACT scores of kids in 1959 and in 1999 the average score in 1959 was 18.6 and in 1999 it was 21.2.
Looking Ahead:

1. THIS BECOMES YOUR EXAMPLE: THE “E” IN YOUR MEL-CON



	STEP 4: 

LINK YOUR EXAMPLE BACK TO YOUR KEY IDEA
STEP 4: 

CONTINUED
	HINTS: 

1. This is where you will explain how your example proves your key idea right.

2. Be sure to make an inference (an educated guess) here. DO NOT just restate your fact.

Example: 

1. The statistic clearly shows an increase in standard test scores. The ACT is a good measure of a student’s capabilities and the increase of scores between 1959 and 1999 of 2.2 means the kids in 1999 know more on the same exact test. 



	STEP 5:

Repeat the previous two steps and find another example and link it. 


	HINTS:

1. Be sure to always keep your Key idea in mind.

a. EXAMPLE: __smarter__

	STEP 6: 

Make sure you use transitions between each example
	HINTS:

1. Use the TRANSITION SHEET given by your teacher.

2. Be sure to choose a transition that fits the MEL-Con you are writing

a. Consider CLASS/TOPIC and AUDIENCE 

b. “Am I writing in English or Math class?”

Example:

1.  The first statistic to support this idea is In a chart created by the U.S. Department of Education that shows ACT scores of kids in 1959 and in 1999 the average score in 1959 was 18.6 and in 1999 it was 21.2.



	STEP 7:

End your paragraph with a concluding statement to wrap up your ideas


	HINTS:

1. Leave your reader with something to think about.

2. Don’t forget your Key Idea.

3. Really consider what you wanted to teach your reader within this paragraph

Example: 

1. There is no question then that kids in 1999 are much smarter than kids in 1959 because they have higher ACT scores, more girls are going to college, and the high school dropout rate has declined.

 


Summary: ______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

